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In this second form the r61e assigned to foresight renders
the formulation teleological.

This second variety of hedonism embodies truth.
But it is false if put forward as a general theory of all
action. We do seek to prolong pleasant activities and to
get rid of pain. But it is not true that all, or indeed any
large proportion, of our activities can be explained in this
way. Our seeking of a goal, our pursuit of an end, is an
activity that commonly incurs pleasure or pain ; but
these are incidental consequences. Our striving after
food, or a mate, or power, knowledge, revenge, or relief
of others' suffering is commonly but little influenced by
the hedonic effects incident to our striving. The conation
is prior to, and not dependent upon, its hedonic accom-
paniments, though these may and do modify its course.

The traditional psychological hedonism is thoroughly
teleological. It asserts that all human action is performed
for the sake of attaining a foreseen pleasure or of avoiding
foreseen pain. It is, however, inacceptable, and for two
reasons chiefly. First, it is in gross contradiction with
clear instances of human action initiated and sustained,
not only without anticipation of resulting pleasure or of
resulting avoidance of pain, but with clear anticipation
of a resulting excess of pain. Secondly, it cannot be
applied to the interpretation of animal action (unless,
possibly, to some actions of the highest animals) ; and
thus would make between human and animal action a
radical difference of principle, inconsistent with the well-
founded theory of continuity of human with animal
evolution.1

The hopeless inadequacy of psychological hedonism
appears very clearly when it is attempted to apply it to
the explanation of our valuations. J. S. Mill attempted to

1 The fallacy that hedonism can explain both human and animal
actions involves, I suggest, a confusion of teleological hedonism, ihe
theory that we act for the sake of attaining pleasure or of avoiding pain,
with mechanistic hedonism, the theory that pleasures and pains leave
after-effects which play their parts in the determination of subsequent
actions, and with hedonism-of-the-present, the theory that pleasure
sustains present action and pain checks or turns it aside. The first
is used to explain human action; the second or third, or both, to
explain animal action.